VI

THE DEVELOPMENT OF RUSSIAN
SECTARIANISM

FROM the Schism we must proceed to Sectarianism: from the
guardians of the ancient church to the teachers of the new
religious views. Students in whose opinion the inclination of
ancient Russia towards the ritual was a characteristic and inaliena-
able trait of the national piety, for a long time were puzzled by
the ascendancy of these new ideas in Russia. A true Russian, they
thought, could never be a Sectarian, therefore Sectarianism must
be an extraneous growth of foreign origin, artificially and fortui-
tously grafted on the national faith. Efforts were made to prove that
it came either from the West or the East, to trace it back to the
Bogumils or to the heresies of the early Christian era; in a word, its
origin was sought for everywhere except in the inner, psychological
development of the people. Subsequently a sounder point of view
predominated which acknowledged Sectarianism to be an inde-
pendent and national product like the ritualistic piety which it re-
placed, and its rise ceased to be regarded as a sudden and exceptional
historical phenomenon. The new conception of faith gradually de-
veloped from the ancient one, and this evolution proceeded through
the same natural succession of religious forms as in the history of
Western Christianity.
Everywhere religious thought and feeling progressed in a more
or less uniform manner; this uniformity can only be stated em-
pirically, pending the time when psychologists will explain it sci-
entifically. In Orthodoxy, as in Christianity in general and all
other monotheistic religions, the process of development con-
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